Permit me to say, that I have never attended any meeting of the society in which I felt an equal degree of pleasure and interest to that I did yesterday in the discussion of subjects connected with practical dentistry. If we can carry on the zeal and good feeling with which we have commenced, we shall attain to the high objects which first led a few individuals to the establishment of this association, improve our knowledge and advance the interests of others, at the same time, with our own.
It was remarked by Dr. Harris, that he believed I was the first who introduced the practice of using wedges. In the year 1820 I lost the crown of the first bicuspid tooth, and I had one engrafted upon its root, which I wore about four years, when the root becoming troublesome, I had it extracted. I then had one adapted to a gold plate, which I wore for the same length of time, when the adjoining root round which the 1850 you get to the back part of the book it is a different article. I take these leaves and hold them over the blaze of a spirit lamp, (not of pure alcohol, for that gives too hot a flame,) and it is astonishing how the surfaces of the gold will adhere. Care should be taken to keep gold foil dry, by keeping it in a drawer by itself, with a weight upon it covering the whole surface of the book.
The evening being far spent, the Society proceeded to transact the little remaining business, and adjourn till the next year. The members had conducted the three days discussion in an excellent spirit, and were all highly gratified with the mutual interchange of each other's views and methods of practice.
